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Kim Sala:Soundscapes 


“What would be truly surprising would be to find that sound could not suggest 
colour, that colours could not evoke the idea of a melody, and that sound and colour 
were unsuitable for the translation of ideas, seeing that things have always found 
their expression through a system of reciprocal analogy.” 

- Charles Baudelaire 


At the beginning of every morning we wake and get ready for the day that lies ahead. Leaving our 
homes we venture out into the environment, heading towards our vocations, school, appointments, 
or perhaps a meeting with a friend. As we journey towards these various destinations we are 
surrounded by an environment of sound. Navigating down a city street, walking through a set of 
buildings or hopping on the subway, these places we circumnavigate are filled with noise and the 
mutterings of the city. Our awareness of the sounds of our immediate environment varies 
depending upon our attentiveness to it or our distraction from it 


So undscapes is a body of work inspired by the aural environment of our city; it is an intuitive 
exploration based on responses to specific sounds, a memory of sound or an experience of sound 
connected to a particular place. Throughout the last two years, | have been making recordings of my 
walks to and from my apartment and my studio at the University of Alberta. These recordings were 
a way of listening to the environment of sound autonomous from the visual complexity that usually 
accompanies it. What I discovered was that my experience of listening to these recordings was 
analogous to the temporal experience of sound in the physical environment. I have always enjoyed 
the noise of the city and | often catch myself with eyes closed abstractly interpreting the sounds 
around me. This interest in exploring the correspondences between sound and the qualities of 
brightness, form and line (common elements found in both sound and painting) has been essential 
in the development of this work, which is centered on recollections of certain moments of sound 
remembered through their form and color. It is these vivid resonant instances of sound within our 
environment that I have chosen to paint. 


The paintings in this exhibition are composed using collage techniques. The cut up collaged pieces 
come from earlier works produced on paper, which were created while listening to music. Cutting 
up these earlier paintings was an act of dissembling the original rhythmic structures that inspired 
them. It also became a simultaneous exploration into a material process that allows me to 
experiment with different combinations of form that would parallel our sonic landscape. This is a 
highly improvisational environment full of chance with sounds happening continually in different 
combinations and continuity. By working with painted gestural collage pieces and combining them 
into a fluid painterly surface, my paintings are comprised of abstract non-representational forms 
that explore the synthesis of supposed opposites—the organic and geometric, the conscious and the 
unconscious act in art, in structure and in chance. 


Painting takes us back to the lived experience, and the urban environment makes itself known to us 
through the senses. Charles Baudelaire’s belief in the interactive connections between the different 
sensorial perceptions known as synesthesia and their “suitability for the translation of ideas” is 
what inspires this body of paintings. 
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